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Four years ago, the editors of Ethunobiology 1.etters
(Welch et al. 2016) reaffirmed our scholarly and
personal commitments to the diversity of ecological
and human life. We hoped that our free, open access
publication would continue to provide space for
ethnobiologists and scholars in related fields to
celebrate disciplinary and epistemological plurality. As
a community dedicated to the interdisciplinary study
of humans, plants, animals, and ecologies, we did not
know then what four years of governance under
President Donald Trump would mean for the Society
of Ethnobiology and our larger community. But we
feared an intensification of violence against
Indigenous peoples, the destruction of environments,
the commodification of scientific knowledge, and
cruelty toward the biological and cultural diversity
that defines ethnobiological research and ethics.

It was worse than we feared. Channeled through
a harmful rhetoric to return to a past defined by
settler colonial greatness, the Trump administration
ceaselessly attacked institutions of biological and
cultural diversity. Over the past four years, officials
from the highest office in the United States sought to
ban Muslim migrants, separated families migrating
into the United States of America, encouraged
violence against Indigenous communities protesting
pipeline projects invading their land, failed to act as
epidemics of police violence (Peeples 2019) and
coronavirus (Kullar et al. 2020) intensified across the
country at the disproportionate expense of Black,
Indigenous, and communities of color, and supported
white supremacist violence including an armed
insurrection at the United States Capitol to prevent

Flachs et al. 2021. Ethnobiology Letters 12(1):16—-18

the certification of Joseph R. Biden Jr.’s presidential
electoral college win. Against the backdrop of these
overt calls for destruction, the United States withdrew
from the Paris Climate Accords. Bureaucracies
charged with regulating environmental relationships
including the Department of Interior, Environmental
Protection Agency, and Department of Agriculture
perpetuated the quiet work of structural violence
through ecological destruction that disproportionately
affects the wellbeing of nonwhite and poor
communities. They reduced the Indigenous-led Bears
Ears National Monument by 85%, rolled back more
than 100 environmental protections, limited how
scientists could use research in rulemaking, and
granted a stay on regulatory enforcement for polluting
industries, including confined animal feeding
operations, during the coronavirus pandemic (Brugger
2020; Popovich et al. 2020; Smith 2020). In a fitting
symbol of such pointed, cruel violence against the
web of life, Florida wildlife authorities are
investigating a manatee graffitied with “TRUMP” in
block letters (Diaz 2021). These policies of nativism
and environmental injustice in the United States
emboldened similar ones abroad. Ruling governments
in Brazil, Russia, India, China, the United Kingdom,
and Poland, to name a few, have also intensified
violence against ethnic, religious, biological, political,
and cultural life. But in the United States, at least, the
administration is leaving.

In spite of these challenges, ethnobiologists
continued to stand against the violence of white
supremacy, which 1is antithetical to the core
socioecological relationships that define ethnobiology.

16



e ETHNOBIOLOGY LETTERS

Editorials

In a critical antidote to the destruction of human-
environmental relationships, ethnobiologists are
working to protect lands and ecosystems against
settler colonialism (Black Elk and Baker 2020) and
working to strengthen claims to food, seed,
knowledge, land, and sovereignty (Armstrong and
McAlvay 2019). The Society of Ethnobiology worked
quickly to establish the Rapid Assistance Fund for
Indigenous Communities and Individuals in Need as
we are putting action behind our voiced support of
Indigenous, Native, First Nations, and others
historically oppressed by colonization. Our members
teamed up with local communities to document the
true, human-entangled histories of land as a
protection against its destruction and exploitation
(Lepofsky et al. 2017; Thornton et al. 2019) and
interrogated methods for inclusive research (Catlessi
2019; Sullivan et al. 2018), all while working to expand
the voices and perspectives we publish in our
professional communications (Fowler and Herron
2018): Ethnobiology Letters, the Journal of Ethnobiolgy,
and  Contributions in Ethnobiology. The Society has
amplified our presence on social media as we work to
break down elite academic bartiers.

Hard, dedicated work remains ahead to leverage
our community of scientists, teachers, practitioners,
and observers. We believe there is cause for cautious
optimism with the next administration and the
emerging commitment in the United States (but also
elsewhere) to reversing some of the damage that has
been done. The election of Joe Biden and Kamala
Harris will not only bring a change in the White
House, but also the nation’s policies as enacted
through federal agencies. Within the new administra-
tion, we are particularly looking forward to the work
of the first Indigenous person, Deb Haaland (Laguna
Pueblo), to hold a cabinet position as Secretary of the
Interior, and the influence of scholar of science,
technology, and social inequality, Alondra Nelson, as
deputy science policy chief. Our members, with much
of the United States, are looking to re-establish the
Bears Ears National Monument, rescind the Keystone
XL pipeline permit, return to a reliance on evidence-
based science, and recover from the pandemics that
have plagued our country through an effective
vaccination campaign and genuine efforts to protect
Black and non-white lives.

The momentary victory of removing President
Trump from office and ushering in a new
administration was made possible by massive grass-
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roots efforts to get out the vote in communities of
color that have long been disenfranchised. Repair and
solidarity remain critical for these seeds to thrive. In a
year when face-to-face sociality can be deadly,
ethnobiology demands that respectful relationships
grow between and within academic and community
organizations who share a common goal of better
understanding diverse experiences of living on Earth.
We must continue to grow and listen as a community
dedicated to Dbiological and cultural wellbeing,
especially in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic
that has forced a reflection on the ongoing
importance  of  multi-generational ~ knowledge
grounded in place (Vandebroek et al. 2020).
Ethnobiology has always been interdisciplinary and
political in its interweaving of cultural and ecological
systems. The editors of Etbnobiology Letters look
forward to continuing to make space for plural voices
by publishing open access research that features
methods, perspectives, and reviews that investigate
the more-than-human dimensions of our entangled
lives.
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